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1 "^/lOUSLY AMENDED) A method of preparing, transporting and 
dispensing food b\twe e n a series of remote locations, the method comprising the steps 

prepa\ng the food for consumption at a first location; 
apportioning the food onto a plurality of trays at the first location; 
stackinAhe trays in a manually maneuverab.e rack, and providing the 
rack with a predetermined stacking arrangement of particular dimens.ons; 

loading tl maneuverab.e rack onto a refrigerated veh.cle for 

transportation to a secon\ remote location; 

transferring^ maneuverab.e rack, at the second locatnn. .nto a 
moveable receptacle comLing at least one of heating and cooling means, and the 
receptacle being configured^ receive at least one of the plurality of racks; 

relocating the rloveable receptacle to a desired posrt.on; 

activating at leW one of the heating and cooling means pnor to 

dispensing of the food trays tobonsumers; 

dispensing the food trays to the consumers for consumption; 

collecting and re\tac kin 9 the trayS ,n the ^ 
reCePtaCle: removing the at le\st one maneuverab.e rack from the moveable 

reCePtade: ""Ling the at least oneYnaneuverable rack back onto the transfer vehicle 

for transportation oftherackf^ 
^^g^rENDED) A method of preparing and transporting food for 

rethermalization composing the steps of: 
at a first location: 

preparing food; 

appending the prepared food onto at least one tray; 
loading t\at least one tray, bearing the apportioned food, onto a 
rack for receiving and supporting plurality of trays in a predetermined alignment; 

providing a^ngerated_transfer vehicle for transporting the rack, 
.oaded with the at least one tray^Wh7apportioned food, from the first location to 
a second location spaced from the firtrt location; 
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Icfading the rack, stacked with the at least one tray, onto a 
refrigerated transfer vehicle for transportation to a second location; 

traisporting the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transfer vehicle to the second location; 
at the second location: 

transferring the rack from the transfer vehicle to a moveable 
receptacle at the second location; and 

rethekmalizing the apportioned food while the at least one tray is 
supported by the rack at tile second location. 

3. (ORIGINAL) Tha method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step 
of, following sufficient regeneration of the apportioned food at the second location, 
distributing the at least one^ tray bearing the apportioned food to a consumer for 
consumption. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The method as claimed in claim 3, further comprising the step 
of utilizing the rack to recover the at least one tray from the consumer, following 
consumption of a desired portiori of the apportioned food by the consumer. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The metftod as claimed in claim 4, further comprising the step 
of, following recovery of the at least one tray from the consumer, transporting the 
recovered at least one tray back t& the first location via use of the rack.. 


6-8. (CANCELED 



9- (AMENDED^ The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step 
of using a mobile trolley incorporating heating/cooling means as the receptacle to 
facilitate rethermalizatioro of the apportioned food on the at least one tray. 

1 0. (AMENDED) \he method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step 
of using one of: 

a mobile trollfy incorporating heating/cooling means as the receptacle; 
the mobile trolley coupled in operable combination with a separate heating 
cooling means; and 

the heating/cool ii\g means to facilitate rethermalization of the apportioned 
food on the at least one tray. 

1 1 . (NEW) The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step of 
loading a plurality of trays, eachVbearing apportioned food, onto the rack prior to 
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transporting the rack, loaded with the plurality of trays bearing the apportioned food, to 
the seconck location by way of a transport vehicle. 

12. (AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 2, further comprising the step 
of placing the transported rack, loaded with the at least one tray bearing the apportioned 
food, in storage\>rior to rethermalizing the apportioned food of the at least one tray. 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of preparing, transporting and 
dispensing food, the method comprising the steps of: 

at a firct location: 

preparing the food for consumption; 

apportioning the food onto a plurality of trays at the first location; 

providing a manually maneuverable rack with a predetermined 
stacking arrangement onparticular dimensions and stacking the plurality of trays, once 
apportioned with food, in uie rack; 

loadinYirtlje rack, stacked with the plurality of trays, onto a 
refrigerated transport vehiffle/ror transportation to a second remote location; 

transporang the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the second remote location: 

transferring\the rack, at the second location, from the transport 
vehicle to a moveable receptacle, and the receptacle having at least one of heating 
means and cooling means, and tha receptacle being configured to receive at least one 
rack; \ 

activating one of the heating means and the cooling means to 
rethermalize the apportioned food of trae plurality of trays of the rack; and 

dispensing the plurality of trays, containing the apportioned food, 
to consumers for consumption once the apportioned food is sufficiently rethermalized. 

14. (CANCELED) ^ 

15. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 13, further 
comprising the steps of: 

usincMie tack to collect the plurality of trays following consumption of the 
apportioned food by jhT consumers; and 

returnin<Mie plurality of trays and the rack via the transport vehicle back 
to the first location for reufee and wherein the receptacle remains at the second location. 
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. 16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 1 3, wh e r ei n th e 
receptac l e is aVnobile receptacle and the method further comprising the step of using 
the fftobtt emovAable receptacle to dispense the plurality of trays, containing the 
apportioned foodl to consumers for consumption with the rack contained within the 
mobtt emoveable Receptacle during dispensing of the plurality of trays. 

17. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 16, further 
comprising the stap of, following consumption of the apportioned food by the 
consumers, collecting he plurality of trays with the rack located within the mobile 
receptacle. 

18. (ORIGIN/^) The method as claimed in claim 17, further comprising the 
steps of: 

removing\the rack from the mobile receptacle following collection of the 
plurality of trays; and 

returning tfoe plurality of trays and the rack back to the first location for 
reuse while leaving the receptacle at the second location. 

19. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 13, further 
comprising the step of placing the transported rack, loaded with the plurality of trays 
bearing the apportioned food, in storage prior to rethermalizing the apportioned food of 
the plurality of trays. 

20. (PREVIO0Stf< AMENDED) The method as claimed in claim 13, further 
comprising the steps of 

collecting the plurality of trays with the rack in the receptacle following 
consumption by the consumer; and 

returning the plurality of trays and the rack back to the first location for 
reuse while leaving the receptacle at the second location. 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of preparing, transporting and 
dispensing food, the me\hod i comprising the steps of: 

at a first loci 

preparfta/food for consumption; 

apportioning the food onto a plurality of trays at the first location; 
providing a manually maneuverable rack and stacking the plurality 
of trays, once apportioned with food, in the rack; 
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lloading the rack, stacked with the plurality of trays, onto a 
refrigerated transpor\vehicle for transportation to a second remote location; 

ansporting the rack, containing the at le ast on e tray plurality of 
trays bearing the appoVtioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the second remote location: 

transferring the rack, at the second location, from the refrigerated 
transport vehicle to a moveable receptacle, and the moveable receptacle having at least 
one of heating means anc^ cooling means, and the receptacle being configured to 
receive at least one rack; 

activating one of the heating means and the cooling means to 
regenerate the apportioned fqpd of tthe plurality of trays of the rack while contained 
within the moveable receptacle\ atW,^ 

dispensing Viei plurality of trays, containing the apportioned food, 
from the moveable receptacle to consumers for consumption once the apportioned food 
is sufficiently regenerated; 

collecting the blurality of trays with the rack in the receptacle 
following consumption by the consumer; 

removing the at\east one manually maneuverable rack from the 
moveable receptacle; 

loading the at lea&t one manually maneuverable rack back onto 
the transfer vehicle for transportation onthe rack from the second location back to the 
first location for reuse while leaving the feceptacle at the second location. 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) \ A method of preparing, transporting and 
dispensing food between a series of remote^locations, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

at a first location: 

preparing the food for cdhsumption at a first location; 

apportioning the food ont© a plurality of trays at the first location; 

stacking the trays in a manually maneuverable rack, and providing 
the rack with a predetermined stacking arrangement of particular dimensions; 

loading the maneuverable ra\k onto a refrigerated transfer vehicle 
for transportation to a second remote location; 
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transporting the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the sedond remote location: 

transferring the maneuverable rack, at the second location, into a 
moveable receptacle ccuriprising at least one of heating and cooling means, and the 
receptacle being configired to receive at least one of the plurality of racks; 

relocating the moveable receptacle to a desired position; 
activating at least one of the heating and cooling means prior to 
dispensing of the food travs td consumers; 

dispensirfetthe food trays to the consumers for consumption; 
collecting and re-stacking the trays in the rack situated within the 

receptacle; 

removing the at least one maneuverable rack from the moveable 

receptacle; and 

loading thfe at least one maneuverable rack back onto the transfer 
vehicle for transportation of theVack from the second location back to the first location. 
23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of preparing and transporting food for 
'/ rethermalizationVcomprising the steps of: 

apportioning food onto at least one tray; 
at a \irst location: 

loading at least one tray bearing the apportioned food onto a 
manually maneuverable rack for receiving and supporting the at least one tray and <• 
providing the rack with a predetermined stacking arrangement of particular <• 
dimensions: \ <• 

loading the rack, containing the at least one tray, onto a 
refrigerated transport vehicle for transportation to a remote location from the first 
location; 

transporting the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the remote locatfon: 

after the racl\has been transported to the remote location in the 
transport vehicle, transferring theVack from the transport vehicle to a moveable <• 
receptacle, the receptacle being configured to receive at least one rack; and <• 
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activating a heating system and a cooling system to regenerate the 
apportioned food on the at least one tray on the rack that is positioned in the receptacle. 

24. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 23, the heating 
system and the cooling^system being located in the receptacle. 

25. (P&EVIOWSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 23, the heating 
system and the cbdirlg system being demountably coupled to the receptacle. 

26. (^PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 23, further 
comprising the step of: 

dispensing tha at least one tray bearing the apportioned food to a consumer for 
consumption orahe food. 

27. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 26, further 
comprising the sfjpp of: 

collecting the at least one tray after the at least one tray has been 
dispensed to a consumer for consumption of the food. 

28. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 27, further 
comprising the step W : 

returninglhe at least one tray and the rack to the first location. 

29. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 23, the transfer 
vehicle being a refrigerated vehicle. 

30. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 23, further 
compriaind the step of: 

dispensmgjthq at least one tray bearing the apportioned food to a consumer 
for consumption of tt 

the transfer vfehicle being a refrigerated vehicle; and 
the heatinAsystem and the cooling system being located in the receptacle. 

31. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 23, further 
comprising tfte step of: 

dispensing thaat least one tray bearing the apportioned food to a consumer 
for consumption of the fooc 

the transfer vehicle being a refrigerated vehicle; and 

the heating systen\and the cooling system being demountably coupled to 
the receptacle. 
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33. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 32, the heating 
system and the cooling system being located in the receptacle. 

34. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 32, the heating 
system and the cooling system being demountably coupled to the receptacle. 

35. (PREVIOUSLY ACjD^D) The method as claimed in claim 32, further 
comprising the stej 

dispensing the at ij^gt one tray bearing the apportioned food to a consumer 
for consumption of the food. 

36. (PREVIOUSLY ADDEfi^) The method as claimed in claim 35, further 
comprising the step of: 
collecting the at least one trdV after the at least one tray has been dispensed 

to a consumer for consumption of the fooc 

37. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) Th^method as claimed in claim 36, further 
comprising the step of: 
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32. (CU RRENTLY AMENDED) A method of preparing and transporting food for <• 
rethermalizatiorX comprising the steps of: 

apportioning food onto at least one tray; 
at a firVt location: 

loading at least one tray bearing the apportioned food onto a manually <• 
maneuverable rack fbr receiving and supporting the at least one tray; <• 

loading trae rack, containing the at least one tray, onto a refrigerated 
transport vehicle for transportation to a remote location from the first location; 

transporting^ the rack, containing the at least one tray bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the remote location; 
at the remote Iqcation: 
after the rack h\s been transported to the remote location in the transport 
vehicle, transferring the rack fltom the transport vehicle to a moveable receptacle, the 
receptacle being configured to\eceive at least one rack; 

providing a heatinb system and a cooling system to regenerate the 
apportioned food on the at least one tray on the rack in the receptacle; and 

activating at least ore of the heating system and the cooling system to 
regenerate the apportioned food on\he at least one tray on the rack that is positioned 
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retiming the at least one tray and the rack to the first location. 

38. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 32, the transfer 
vehicle being a Refrigerated vehicle. 

39. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 32, further 
compnsing the step of: 

dispensing thfe at least one tray bearing the apportioned food to a consumer 
for consumption of tmg ftf 

the transfe\\fefllcle being a refrigerated vehicle; and 
the heating ^vstem and the cooling system being located in the receptacle. 

40. (PREVIOUSLY ADDED) The method as claimed in claim 32, further 
comprising the \tep of: 

dispensing the atl^ast one tray bearing the apportioned food to a consumer 
for consumption of the food; 

the transfer vehicle Being a refrigerated vehicle; and 
the heating system an\the cooling system being demountably coupled to 
the receptacle. 

41. ( CURfRENTLY A MENDED) A method of preparing, transporting and 
dispensing food, the method comprising the steps of: 

preparing the food for consumption at a first location; 

apportioning the food onto a plurality of trays at the first location; 

providing ^manually maneuverable rack, lacking any heating and cooling 
means, with a predetermined stacking arrangement of particular dimensions, and 
stacking the plurality of trays, once apportioned with food, in the rack; 

loading the rabk, stacked with the plurality of trays, onto a refrigerated 
transport vehicle for transportation to a second remote location; 

transferring the r^ck, at the second location, from the refrigerated transport 
vehicle to a moveable receptaqe, and the moveable receptacle having a heating means 
and a cooling means, and the receptacle being configured to receive at least one rack; 

relocating the moveable receptacle to a desired position; 

activating the heating Vneans and the cooling means to rethermalize the 
apportioned food of the plurality of titeys of the rack; and 

dispensing the plurality of trays, corrtaining the apportioned food, to consumers for 
consumption once the apportioned food is sufficiently rethermalized. 
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47. ( PREVIOUSLY ADDED CURRENTLY AMENDED ) A method of preparing, 
transporting an\d dispensing food, the method comprising the steps of: 

at aWst location: 
preparing food for consumption; 
apportioning the food onto a plurality of trays; 

providing a manually maneuverable rack and stacking the plurality of 
trays, once apportioned with food, in the rack; 

loading tne rack, stacked with the plurality of trays, onto a refrigerated 
transport vehicle for transportation from the first location to a remote intermediate 
location; 

transporting Wi^ftick, stacked with the plurality of trays bearing the 
apportioned food, in the transport vehicle to the intermediate location; 
at the intermediate location: 

transferring theVack, stacked with the plurality of trays bearing the 
apportioned food, from the transport vehicle to a separate moveable receptacle, and 
the receptacle being configured to receive the rack, stacked with the plurality of trays 
bearing the apportioned food, and having a regeneration device for controlling a 
temperature of the apportioned fooc 

activating the regeneration device to commence regeneration of the 
apportioned food of the plurality of tray^ on the rack; 

transporting the receptaclawith the rack, stacked with the plurality of trays 
bearing the apportioned food, to a second location; and 

dispensing the plurality of trays bearing the apportioned food from the 
receptacle to consumers for consumptionpnce the apportioned food is sufficiently 
regenerated. 

48. ( PREVIOUSLY ADDED CURRENTLY AMENDED ) The method according 
to claim 247, further comprising the steps of: 

following consumption by the cons&mers, collecting the plurality of trays 
and placing the plurality of trays in the rack received by the receptacle; 

returning from the receptacle back toyie intermediate location; 

removing the rack, with the collected plurality of trays, from the receptacle 
and loading the rack onto the transfer vehicle for transportation of the rack, with the 
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collected plurality of trays, from the intermediate location back to the first location for 
reuse while tnb moveable receptacle remaining at the intermediate location for reuse. 

49. ( PREV I OUSLY ADDED CURRENTLY AMENDED ) A method of preparing, 
transporting ana dispensing food, the method comprising the steps of: 
at aVirst location: 
preparing food for consumption; 
apportioning the food onto a plurality of trays; 

proviaing a manually maneuverable rack and stacking the plurality of <• 
trays, once apportioned with food, in the rack; 

loading Vie rack, stacked with the plurality of trays, onto a refrigerated 
transport vehicle for transportation from the first location to a remote intermediate 
location; \ 

transporting\ the rack, stacked with the plurality of trays bearing the 
apportioned food, in the reVigetated transport vehicle to the intermediate location; 
at the intermediate ideation: 

transferring thalrack, stacked with the plurality of trays bearing the 
apportioned food, from the refibgfrated transport vehicle to a moveable receptacle, and 
the moveable receptacle being configured to receive the rack, stacked with the plurality 
of trays bearing the apportionecMood, and having at least one of heating means and 
cooling means; \ 

activating one of the heating means and the cooling means to commence 
regeneration of the apportioned foocS of the plurality of trays on the rack; 

transporting the moveable receptacle with the rack, stacked with the 
plurality of trays bearing the apportioned food, to a second location; 

dispensing the plurality omrays bearing the apportioned food from the 
receptacle to consumers for consumption once the apportioned food is sufficiently 
regenerated; \ 

following consumption by the Consumers, collecting the plurality of trays 
and placing the plurality of trays in the rack received by the moveable receptacle; 

returning from the moveable receptacle back to the intermediate location; 

removing the rack, with the collected plurality of trays, from the moveable 
receptacle and loading the rack onto the transfer vehicle for transportation of the rack, 
with the collected plurality of trays, from the intermediate location back to the first 
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